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Changes to the Interpretive Comments Scheme 

As you may remember when we started this scheme in 2009, we stated in the registration form that 
scoring would always be the final aim of the organisers. In discussion with the Royal College of 
Pathologists, we have begun the preparation of the requirements to facilitate this development. This 
involves the following aspects: 

• A standardised approach to scoring and determination of the “correct” result (validated by a 
consensus of participants). 

• An electronic system that facilitates scoring and feedback in a more structured way. At 
present answers are free text and difficult to analyse rapidly. The new reply form will have 
the scenario as always but questions will be posed in a multiple choice format and/or 
answers selected from a drop-down list. 

These two aspects will be “piloted” from January to March 2017 and your continued participation 
and comments will be most welcome. During the three pilots scoring will be done and fed back to 
individual participants as part of the pilot exercise. It is planned to send the first pilot in the second 
week of January. 

As a consequence of the development, we also plan to start charging individual participants for the 
scheme. The annual fee will be £60.00. This will cover staffing costs for the activities that occur in 
the background of the scheme preparation and monthly activities. 

It is planned for everything to go “live” in April 2017. However, this does depend on how well the 
pilots go in the early part of the year. Further details about registration from April 2017 will be sent 
early in the New Year. 

We remain committed to delivering a high standard of quality assessment for all aspects of 
microbiological investigations and are confident that this scheme will address that need for 
interpretation of results. 
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