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 Your Report Intended Result  Your Score

 Specimen 5851A  Negative result (or commensals only)  Negative result (or commensals only)  2

 Specimen 5851B  Salmonella Virchow  Salmonella Virchow  2

 Specimen 5851C  Campylobacter jejuni  Campylobacter jejuni  Not scored

 Specimen 5851D  Shigella sonnei  Shigella sonnei  Not scored

 
  Turn around time: The time taken to report your results was 0- day(s). This information is provided for your own use and does not form part of your performance
 assessment. 
  
  Comments 
  
  Specimen 5851A 
 This specimen contained no pathogens. Performance was good with 91.1% (51/56) of participants reporting the correct result.
 
  Specimen 5851B 
 This specimen contained Salmonella Virchow (serogroup C). Performance was good with 94.8% (55/58) of participants reporting the correct result.
 
  Specimen 5851C 
 This specimen contained Campylobacter jejuni. Some 75% (42/56) participants reported a correct result. As <80% concordance was achieved, this specimen was
 not scored.
 The lower concordance observed is likely attributable to its fastidious growth requirements. Campylobacter spp. are highly sensitive to environmental conditions,
 requiring a microaerophilic atmosphere and a specific temperature (typically 42°C). Even brief interruptions in incubation or deviations in atmospheric conditions can
 significantly impact their recovery and growth. Therefore, maintaining strict adherence to incubation protocols is critical, as any disruption- such as delays,
 temperature fluctuations, or oxygen exposure can reduce viability and lead to false negatives or inconsistent results. 
  
  Specimen 5851D 
 This specimen contained Shigella sonnei. Some 60.3% (35/58) participants reported a correct result. As <80% concordance was achieved, this specimen was not
 scored.
 
 13/58 (22.4%) of the participants reported the organism to genus level only; S. sonnei is classified as a core pathogen and the expectation is that full identification to
 species level should be achievable. However it could be that these laboratories were not able to speciate the Shigella or differentiate between the EHEC/EIEC/EPEC
 if molecular kits/assays were used, which will also have contributed to this issue, therefore lowering the overall performance of this specimen. 
  
 
 The latest guide to scoring can be found here: https://ukneqasmicro.org.uk/participant-info/bacteriology-and-mycology-specific-scoring/.
 
 UK Standards for Microbiology Investigations (SMIs) are available on the following website:
 https://www.rcpath.org/profession/publications/standards-for-microbiology-investigations.html.
 Participants may find this website a useful tool in addition to their local testing protocols. In respect to the detection and identification of faecal pathogens specific to
 this distribution, participants are guided to the following standards on the SMI webpage: S 7 Gastroenteritis, ID 23 Identification of Campylobacter species, ID 20
 Identification of Shigella species and ID 24 Identification of Salmonella species. 
  
  Enquiries 
  For repeat specimens, please request using the web form, (https://ukneqasmicro.org.uk/participant-info/order-repeat-specimens) stating your laboratory identification
 number, the distribution name and number, specimen number(s), and reason for request. 
  Any technical enquiries related to this distribution, please contact us using the email address organiser@ukneqasmicro.org.uk. In-house test results are available
 should you experience a technical failure and wish to discuss the results.
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 Specimen: 5851A  Faeces: Diarrhoea and vomitting following chicken kebab last weekend. The presence of intestinal pathogens was queried. Specimen
 was negative for pathogens and contained the following commensal organisms: Enterobacter cloacae, Hafnia alvei and Klebsiella
 pneumoniae.

 Unexpected pathogen: 
  Campylobacter species 1
  Salmonella species 4
 

Unexpected pathogen
Negative result 

Number of Reports
0 12 24 36 48 60

 All(%)  Score
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 Specimen: 5851B  Faeces: Diarrhoea and abdominal cramps for 5 days. The presence of intestinal pathogens was queried. Specimen contained Salmonella 
 Virchow, Hafnia alvei, Klebsiella aerogenes, and Proteus mirabilis.

 Incorrect species: 
  S. Infantis 1
  S. Typhi 1
 

Negative result 

Number of Reports
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 Salmonella Virchow

 Salmonella species antigens compatible
 Salmonella sp. other than Virchow
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 Specimen: 5851C  Faeces: Severe abdominal cramps after attending BBQ 3 days prior. The presence of intestinal pathogens was queried. Specimen
 contained Campylobacter jejuni, Enterobacter cloacae, Escherichia coli and Klebsiella oxytoca.

 Unexpected pathogen: 
  Salmonella species 2
  Shigella species 2
 

Unexpected pathogen
Negative result 

Number of Reports

 Unnamed Campylobacter
 Campylobacter jejuni

 Campylobacter & unexpected pathogen
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 Specimen: 5851D  Faeces: Watery diarrhoea, cramps, loss of appetite and fever after returning from a recent holiday. The presence of intestinal pathogens
 was queried. Specimen contained Shigella sonnei, Escherichia coli and Klebsiella aerogenes.

 Unexpected pathogen with
 or without Shigella sonnei : 
  
 EIEC 1
  Salmonella species 2
 
  Incorrect species: 
  S. boydii 1
 
 

Unexpected pathogen
Negative result 

Number of Reports

 Unnamed Shigella
 Shigella sonnei

 Incorrect Shigella sp.
 Shigella & unexpected pathogen
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 All(%)
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