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 Intended Result  Your Report  Your Score

 Specimen 5840A  HIV-1/2 reactive  HIV-1/2 reactive  2

 Specimen 5840B  HIV-1/2 nonreactive  HIV-1/2 nonreactive  2

 Cumulative score information 
  Total number of specimens sent to you for UK NEQAS for HIV Point of Care over the last 4 distributions is 8 
  For these distributions specimen numbers 8745 8746 8895 8896 9047 9048 5840A 5840B have been analysed and scored. 
  
  Number of scored specimens 8 
  Number of specimens reported as not examined (not scored) 0 
  Number of specimens received too late for analysis (not scored) 0 
  Number of specimens for which no report was received (not scored) 0 
  Your cumulative score for these specimens was 16 out of a possible total of 16 
  
  The mean score calculated from the reports returned by UK laboratories was 15.82 with a standard error of 1.07. 
  
  Performance rating 
  Your performance rating for UK NEQAS for HIV Point of Care (i.e. the number of standard errors by which your cumulative score lies above or below the mean for
 UK laboratories) is 0.17 .
 A performance rating of more than 1.96 standard errors below the mean indicates possible poor performance. Please note, your performance rating may change if
 other participants' results are amended. 
  
  No score penalty is incurred for non return of reports. However non return of results may be used as a measure of poor performance. 
  The box plot displayed at the right of the Performance Rating graph represents data for the latest EQA distribution round only. 
  
  
 

 
  Use of the website: 
 To view intended results and enter results online please visit the UK NEQAS for Microbiology website at www.ukneqasmicro.org.uk. Please log in using your unique
 username and password under 'Participants login' by choosing 'Login Reports/Results'. 
  
  Comments: A total of 86 sets of specimens were distributed with 75 (87.2%) participants returning results within the specified period. The overall performance was
 very good with 98.7% of participants reporting the intended results across both specimens. 
  
  Please refer to the Comments pages 3-4 for scheme specific information. 
  
  
  Turn around time: The time taken to report your results was 0- days (a value is only available for web users). This information is provided for your own use and
 does not form part of your performance assessment. 
  
  SCHEME SCORING: 
  This is the fifth distribution of the HIV Point of Care EQA featuring a new scoring system - participants are scored solely on the results of their assay and
 the referral of the sample/patient is no longer taken into consideration or reported on. Due to the reset of the scoring system the performance rating and score
 obtained for distributions featuring the previous scoring system is no longer displayed on the report. Please refer to previously issued reports for information
 concerning any affected past distribution.
  
  
  Enquiries: Any queries about this distribution can be addressed to Dr Sanjiv Rughooputh at organiser@ukneqasmicro.org.uk. Pre-distribution test results are
 available should you experience a technical failure and wish to discuss the results. For repeat specimen(s) in case of an EQA failure investigation, please request
 using the web form at https://ukneqasmicro.org.uk/participant-info/order-repeat-specimens/. 
  
  
  
  Report authorised by: Dr Sanjiv Rughooputh, Scheme Organiser.
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 Two specimens were dispatched with a request to test for HIV Ag/Ab using a point of care kit. Both specimens were prepared from thrombinised human plasma
 (serum) derived from neat donations. Bronidox at a final concentration of 0.05% was added as a preservative.

 Specimen: 5840A  HIV-1/2 reactive

UK (%) All (%)

24 (61.5) 24 (32.4)INSTI HIV-1/2 Ab
0 (0.0) 1 (1.4)Meril: Meriscreen HIV
1 (2.6) 1 (1.4)MULTISURE HIV Rapid
2 (5.1) 2 (2.7)INSTI Multiplex
2 (5.1) 4 (5.4)Other
1 (2.6) 5 (6.8)Bioline HIV 1/2 3.0
0 (0.0) 6 (8.1)Determine HIV-1/2
4 (10.3) 8 (10.8)Unspecified
5 (12.8) 23 (31.1)Determine HIV Early Det
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 Specimen: 5840B  HIV-1/2 nonreactive

UK (%) All (%)

24 (61.5) 24 (32.4)INSTI HIV-1/2 Ab
0 (0.0) 1 (1.4)Meril: Meriscreen HIV
1 (2.6) 1 (1.4)MULTISURE HIV Rapid
2 (5.1) 2 (2.7)INSTI Multiplex
2 (5.1) 4 (5.4)Other
1 (2.6) 5 (6.8)Bioline HIV 1/2 3.0
0 (0.0) 6 (8.1)Determine HIV-1/2
4 (10.3) 8 (10.8)Unspecified
5 (12.8) 23 (31.1)Determine HIV Early Det
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Comments on distribution 5840 

 

The overall performance in this distribution was excellent with 98.7% of participants obtaining 
the intended results for specimens 5840A and 5840B. This is a decline of 1.3% from previous 
distribution 5769, where the overall performance was 100%. 

Eighty-six sets of specimens were distributed with 75 participants returning results 
representing a return rate of 87.2%. This is an improvement of 0.6% to previous distribution 
5769, where the return rate was also 86.6%. 

Specimen 5840A was prepared from an HIV-1/2 Ag/Ab reactive donation, whilst specimen 
5840B was from an HIV-1/2 negative donation. 

    
Starting from distribution 5630, the scoring for HIV-1/2 reactive specimens has been 
simplified.  
 
Participants will now be assessed solely on their ability to report the intended results, and 
referral status will no longer be required. 
 
It is expected that participants will adhere to their local guidelines when handling HIV-
1/2 reactive specimens. 
 
Please note that with this change, your performance rating and total score graphs on Page 1 
of your report will reflect your score from distribution 5630 onward. Previous performance 
and scoring details can still be accessed in reports issued before distribution 5630. 
For any questions or concerns, please email us: organiser@ukneqasmicro.org.uk 
 
 

Investigating incorrect results and non-return of results 

Participants who did not achieve the expected results are required to investigate and identify 
the likely cause by submitting an Incident Review Form (IRF) online within 30 days of the 
report's publication. The IRFs are reviewed as part of the performance analysis conducted 
by the National Quality Assurance Advisory Panel (NQAAP). 

Failure to return results is considered poor performance. Participants who did not submit 
their results must also complete an IRF. The IRFs can be accessed via the following link: 
https://ukneqasmicro.org.uk/incident-review-form/ 
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Please use the following links for information on 

 

Report format explained:      

https://ukneqasmicro.org.uk/participant-info/report-format-explained/ 

How to interpret your performance (cumulative score and performance rating)  

https://ukneqasmicro.org.uk/interpretation-of-performance-2/ 

Scoring  

https://ukneqasmicro.org.uk/participant-info/information-on-scoring/ 

Homogeneity  

https://ukneqasmicro.org.uk/?r3d=information-of-homogeneity/ 

Stability 

 https://ukneqasmicro.org.uk/?r3d=information-on-stability/ 

 

For further information about the Service including confidentiality, please refer to the 
Directory and Participants Manual  

https://ukneqasmicro.org.uk/participant-info/directory-participants-manual 

 

 

End of report 
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